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E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: PFOR, OVIP, ECON, KS, CS 

SUBJECT: VISIT TO COSTA RICA OF FORMER ROK PRIME MINISTER KIM 

REF: SEOUL 1130 

SUMMARY: VISIT OF FORMER ROK PRIME MINISTER KIM MARCH 29-31 
WITH GOCR LEADERS WAS WARM AND CORDIAL. AMONG ISSUES 
DISCUSSED WERE ROK PURCHASE OF COSTA RICAN MEAT AND POSSIBLE 
JOINT FISHING VENTURE. END SUMMARY. 
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1 . FORMER ROK PRIME MINISTER KIM CHONG-PIL AND ENTOURAGE 
PAID A BRIEF FRIENDSHIP VISIT TO COSTA RICA MARCH 29-31. 
DURING THE 1-DAY PROGRAMMING TIME AVAILABLE, KIM MET WITH 
PRESIDENT ODUBER AND FOREIGN MINISTER FACIO, CALLED AT 
THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY, WHERE HE WAS GREETED BY 
ASSEMBLY PRESIDENT CARRO AND OTHER DEPUTIES, AND HELD 
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A BRIEF PRESS CONFERENCE. ON THE SYMBOLIC SIDE, KIM 
DEPOSITED A FLORAL BOUQUET AT THE NATIONAL MONUMENT 
AND VISITED THE NATIONAL THEATER WHERE HE HEARD THE 
NATIONAL SYMPHONY PERFORM. IN AN APPARENT SPONTANEOUS 
GESTURE. KIM REPORTEDLY DONATED $2,000 TO THE SYMPHONY 
FOLLOWING THEIR PERFORMANCE. 

2. THE VISIT RECEIVED MODERATE PRESS COVERAGE. FEATURED 
WAS PRESIDENT ODUBER'S PROPOSAL THAT THE ROK AND COSTA 
RICA DEVELOP A JOINT VENTURE TO EXPLOIT COSTA RICA'S 
PATRIMONIAL SEA'S FISHERY AND THE POSSIBLE PURCHASE BY 
THE ROK OF 1 MILLION POUNDS OF COSTA RICAN BEEF. THE 
PRESS ALSO CARRIED REMARKS MADE BY FOREIGN MINISTER FACIO 
STRONGLY CRITICAL OF NORTH KOREA AND PREMIER KIM IL-SUNG. 

3. ACCORDING TO MINISTER LEE OF THE ROK EMBASSY, SOUTH 
KOREA AGREED TO PURCHASE AN UNSPECIFIED AMOUNT OF VJITA 

RICAN MEAT IN 1977: BUT NOT NEARLY AS MUCH AS REPORTED. COSTA RICAN 
BEEF HE NOTED, IS NOT PRICE COM- 
PETITIVE WITH AUSTRALIAN AND NEW ZEALAND MEAT. PRESIDENT 
ODUBER LINKED ROK PURCHASE OF BEEF WITH OPENING OF COSTA 
RICAN EMBASSY IN SEOUPLDPPRIVATELY, FACIO TOLD KOREANS 
THAT COSTA RICA DID NOT HAVE FUNDS IN 1977 BUDGET TT 
OPEN AN EMBASSY IN SEOUL BUT PLANNED TO BUDGET THEM IN 
1978. 

4. KOREANS WERE SURPRISED BY ODUBER'S RAISING SUBJECT 
OF A JOINT FISHING VENTURE. ACCORDING TO LEE, 

KIM HAS RECOMMENDED DIRECTLY TO SEOUL THAT ONE ROK 
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GOVERNMENT AND ONE PRIVATE SECTOR REPRESENTATIVE BE 
SENT TO COSTA RICA TO EXPLORE POSSIBILITIES WITH GOCR. 

(BASIC AGREEMENT ON SUCH A JOINT VENTURE WAS REACHED 
BETWEEN ROK AND LOCR IN 1975.) 

5. COMMENT: KIM VISIT REFLECTED GOOD STATE OF 

COSTA RICAN-KOREAN RELATIONS, WHICH THE HYPER- ACTIVE 
KOREAN EMBASSY HERE WORKS AT ASSIDUOUSLY TO MAINTAIN. 

SOUTH KOREANS WERE MOST PLEASED WITH FACIO'S STRONGLY 
CONDEMNATORY REMARKS ABOUT DPRK AND KIM-IL-SUNG. 

THEY WERE ALSO PLEASED TO OBTAIN COSTA RICA'S PLEDGE 
TO CONTINUE TO SUPPORT THEM AT UN. 

6. COSTA RICANS SEEM A LITTLE MORE HOPEFUL THAN KOREANS 
ABOUT OBTAINING ANOTHER MEAT MARKET BUT NOT BY MUCH. 

ODUBER IS REALLY HOLDING OUT CARROT OF A COSTA RICAN 
EMBASSY IN SEOUL IN RETURN FOR COSTA RICAN MEAT EXPORTS. 

HOWEVER, EXCEPT FOR SYMBOLIC VALUE, THERE IS LITTLE REASON 
FOR COSTA RICA TO HAVE A DIPLOMAT IN SEOUL- AND 
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